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Our vision: 

To teach and nurture the children of our community is a privilege.  

Our families and children are ambitious for themselves and supportive of one 
another in a way that simply defines ‘community’.   

Our vision is for all our children to know that they are valued, can make a 
difference and can achieve great things through hard work and perseverance. 

Our ethos is: 

Everyone is entitled to be the best they can be.  
We will enable children to learn, challenge them to think hard and guide their 

growth as young people.  
 

They are their own future, their family’s future, our future.  
Our children have differences, character and voices and we encourage this! 
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  1. Subject vision statement 

 

We aim to develop and deliver a curriculum that encourages independent thinking and autonomy in the classroom.  
It is paramount to us that our children learn how to express their own thoughts and ideas through speech and 
writing in a clear and confident manner.  Our children strive to learn more and put their knowledge into practice and 
they are provided with a wealth of opportunities to do so within our broad and varied curriculum.  

Our writing curriculum is carefully sequenced and planned to enable children to become familiar and fluent in 
creating writing for different purposes. We aim for children to be able to confidently and precisely incorporate the 
use of a variety of different grammatical structures as specified in the National Curriculum programme of study; 
teaching children the effect of these upon their reader or within a piece.  Ambitious vocabulary teaching forms a 
fundamental part of our curriculum and our children are taught to make precise vocabulary choices.  

We also understand that enthusiastic and wide readers are advantaged in being able to draw on effective models for 
their writing.  Our modelled texts and novel links are therefore varied and ambitious. Right from our EYFS curriculum, 
we aim to nurture within our children - a love for the exploration of the written word; a curiosity about what authors 
have written and the belief that they are all capable writers.  In providing this rich, carefully sequenced, evidence-
led, purposeful curriculum, it is our aim that our children will leave Lozells Primary School as skilled and competent 
writers who are able to draft their writing skills for a range of purposes and audiences. 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. building on the School curriculum drivers 

With mental health and 
well-being at the core of our 
practice, it is imperative to 
use that our children feel 
heard and supported 
through the English 
Curriculum.  We prioritise 
thinking talk and encourage 
children to also share their 
concerns and worries about 
the subject in this time. 
There are opportunities 
within our English 
curriculum where children 
can deepen their 
understanding and explore 
further importance aspects 
of being healthy in the 
writing they read and create.  

 

 

 

Healthy Advocates 
Our children understand what it 
means to be a healthy, fit and 
happy both physically and 
mentally and will value this; 
taking positive action for 
themselves and supporting their 
peers with this. 

 

Respectful Citizens 
Our children have respect for 
themselves and the voice, 
thoughts, feelings and beliefs of 
others; respecting the diversity our 
wonderful world has. Our children 
will gain an understanding of their 
emotions and have skills to resolve 
disagreements. Our children will be 
responsible citizens and know how 
to speak up against prejudice or 
injustice. 

Confident 
Communicators 

Our children communicate their 
thoughts, ideas and opinions in a 
clear and confident manner 
through speech, writing and the 
safe use of online platforms. Our 
children are bold enough to say 
what is fair, make mistakes and 
unravel new learning through 
discussion with their peers. Our 
children understand how to listen 
and facilitate a respectful space 
for others to communicate also. 

Aspirational Learners 
Our children have self-belief and 
high expectations of themselves; 
setting goals and working hard to 
achieve them both in school and 
at home. Our children know that 
mistakes = learning and 
understand that learning should 
be challenging. Our children are 
passionate about life-long 
learning and understand that 
great achievement starts with 
aiming high and believing we will. 

Knowledgeable 
Scholars 

Our children have gained and 
understood a range of important 
foundational knowledge across all 
subjects which they will be able 
to build future learning upon. Our 
children strive to learn more, 
know more and put their 
knowledge into practice. Our 
children are curious about 
sources of knowledge and 
understand bias, perspective and 
influence. Our children have 
explored how knowledge has 
changed the world and how great 
inventions have come from a 
place of expertise. 

Successful Achievers 
Our children understand the 
learning process, reflect on their 
own learning and are self-
motivated to learn more and 
work to remember more. Our 
children work hard to be the best 
that they can be, have bold 
ambitions and overcome 
challenges through perseverance 
and determination. Our children 
take pride in their personal 
accomplishments and celebrate 
the achievements of their peers, 
providing motivation and 

 

In order for Writing to be 
successful, it needs to be 
purposeful and to meet the 
needs of the intended target 
audience.  We encourage 
real and relevant writing 
with our children and tailor 
the Cusp Writing curriculum 
so that it is suitable for our 
children and their lived 
experiences.  This might 
involve altering or adapting 
the model text along with 
the stimuli that we share 
with the children  

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary is truly at the heart 
of CUSP and we are aware that 
it is also the foundational 
knowledge for reading, speech 
and writing.  Through our 
curriculum as well as through 
spoken conversations, we aim 
to close the word gap so that all 
our children are word rich. We 
work to provide regular 
opportunities for children to 
use language and say their 
sentences verbally so that this 
deeper language development 
can feed into our children’s 
writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our CUSP literature spine is 
filled with a wide range of 
stimulating and challenging 
texts.  Many of the texts 
exhibit prose that which our 
children are being exposed to 
for the first time and therefore 
the expectations are high.  The 
children are not expected to 
master reading these texts 
fluently and with automaticity 
in the very first instance but 
the idea is that with time and 
practice, our children will 
develop a love for these texts 
and an exposure to the type of 
vocabulary that will enrich and 
complement their own spoken 
and written language.  This 
‘curriculum readiness’ is the 
basis on which children will 
begin to be exposed to a wider 

      

 

 

CUPS links to and draws on 
all areas of the curriculum as 
sources of inspiration and 
stimuli to creating engaging 
pieces of writing.  Children 
are able to build on their 
learning through following 
this sequenced and engaging 
curriculum.  The vast 
literature spine seeks to 
enhance both their 
expressive and receptive 
vocabulary thus developing 
a strong command of 
grammar within our 
children.  

 

 

 

 

 

Two key aspects of the CUSP 
curriculum are ‘revisiting’ and 
‘applying.  Our children are 
aware of the ‘process’ 
approach that we adopt when 
it comes to Writing and they 
are constantly exposed to the 
thinking process and journey 
to completing a published 
piece of writing.  Our children 
are encouraged to consistently 
revisit prior learning to 
strengthen their working 
memory and to build on topics 
that they have already had 
exposure to until such topics 
become embedded within the 
long-term memory.   
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3. meeting the Aims of the national curriculum 

 

The programmes of study for Writing at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions:  

♣ transcription (spelling and handwriting)  

♣ composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

We are aware that pupils need secure transcription skills to be able to plan, compose and review effectively which is why transcription is a 
key focus in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

National Curriculum - Purpose of study 
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently 
so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with 
them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, 
especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already 
know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read 
and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. 
 

 

 

 

 

‘But English is so much more than the gateway to success in other curriculum 
subjects. through studying literature, pupils’ eyes are opened to the human 

experience; they explore meaning and ambiguity as well as the beauty and power 
of language.’ OFSTED English Research Review series 
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How we teach Spelling at Lozells school: 

Children in Key Stage 1 receive daily phonics instruction.  They learn the alphabetic code for spelling and learn to segment words into their individual 
phonemes in order to identify what they are.  Children also learn to spell Common Exception Words in Key Stage 1.  It is with this direct instruction that these 
words become accessible for our children.   

In the latter part of Key Stage 1 as well as in Key Stage 2, our children follow the CUSP Spelling Scheme.  This scheme involves 16 blocks with each block 
covering a different spelling related concept.   

Blocks are divided into two weeks and within each of the weeks there are 3 spelling sessions in total.  These are to be taught for a minimum of 15 minutes 
each.  

Within each week, there are 2 isolated spelling sessions to be taught and one spelling session that should be taught within the Writing session so that there is 
a direct link.   

• There are also 2 home learning sessions: category word study 
• Reasoning and correction exercise  

Cusp Spelling centres on the word etymology as well as applying, reasoning, revisiting and then correcting as it is thought that this spelling instruction is most 
effective in helping to embed words into the children’s long term memory.   

Children complete termly diagnostics and this data is then entered onto an Excel spreadsheet so that the children’s progress can be tracked. 

Dictation forms a large part of the CUSP spelling scheme and further reinforces the idea that children learn best by orally rehearsing their sentences before 
writing them.   

 

How we teach Handwriting at Lozells school: 
 
The National Curriculum specifies that children should be taught to correctly form letters of the correct size and orientation.   
Our children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 learn handwriting through the Kinetic Letters programme.  This programme focuses on four strands of learning to 
write: 
 

• Making bodies stronger – motor and spatial preparation  
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• Learning the letters – dynamic movements for letter shapes  
• Holding the pencil – optimal pencil hold for speed and legibility  
• Flow and fluency – developing speed and stamina and joining letters  

 
Kinetic letters sessions take place daily in 2-minute sessions and aims to build automaticity in writing so that letter placement is automatic and a child’s 
working memory is free to focus on other aspects of learning. 
 
Handwriting is taught using the program Write Well.  Pupils are given the opportunity to practise this daily in focused sessions with the view to implement 
this across the curriculum.   
 
Composition   
 
In Early Years and Year 1, the focus is on developing composition through oral activities and developing transcription through sentences dictated by the 
teacher.  Pupils are taught to write using a variety of sentence types whereby they are taught to be able to recognise the sentences, construct their own 
similar sentences and through this create meaning.  This direct instruction and modelling takes place daily in hourly sessions across the week.  Children 
complete short writing tasks within each session and are given regular feedback so that they can later seek to apply what they have learnt over the course of 
the unit, into their independent writing.   
 
At the beginning of each session, pupils complete grammar tasks which form part of their revisit.  They may have already had exposure to the concept in a 
previous year group and at this point they are now building on those skills.   Teachers focus on the application of the grammatical skills within the context of 
the writing so that children become aware of the connection between language and its effects.    
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Writing 
 
Our Cusp Writing curriculum draws on taught content from History, Geography and Science and from the in-depth study of core texts from the literature 
spine.  Expert subject knowledge is carefully woven into each Writing module which gives teachers the opportunity to teach and rehearse key knowledge and 
skills before applying this learning to meaningful extended outcomes. The careful architecture of this curriculum ensures that pupils build on prior learning 
and maximise purposeful curriculum connections to become writers for life.   Within the CUSP curriculum, punctuation and grammar is taught both directly 
and discreetly with pupils receiving a daily SPAG lesson.   
 
Following the CUSP curriculum for Writing, children learn to write for a range of different purposes and audiences.  Across these phases, they will produce 
many different forms of writing including but not limited to: 
 

• Stories 
• Poems 
• Arguments 
• Reports 
• Speeches 
• Formal and informal letters 
• Diary entries  

 
The ‘process approach’ to Writing is followed whereby pupils learn to plan, draft, revise, edit and publish their writing.   This helps to develop pupils’ writing 
proficiency.  Alongside this approach, for each taught unit, teachers also do the following to help to teach writing: 

• equip pupils with knowledge about the context of the piece of writing they are expected to produce 
• provide opportunities for pupils to write daily, 
• provide opportunities for pupils to complete ‘shared’ writes  
• encourage pupils to self and peer-assess writing at all stages 
• equip pupils with knowledge of foundational writing skills such as sentence construction and control of grammar to enable them to write fluently 



9 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

4. intended progression THROUGH THE CURRICULUM – 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 

N.B. This is an extract from our VGP 
progression document.  
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N.B. This is an extract from our writing 
skills progression document.  
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N.B. This is an extract from our writing 
skills progression document.  
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A carefully sequenced plan of genres, ensures teachers are aware of where children have experienced each writing type previously and whether they will 
experience it again or a genre that builds on it. Year 1 are taught how to write informal letters in Year 1 Unit 5 and then Formal letters in Year 2 and Year 5. 
Each unit has defined specific ‘ingredients for success’ where the key writing skills the children will be taught are identified.  

  

5. IMPLEMENTATION of English writing THROUGH CUSP 
– evidence-based practice 
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Progression of knowledge and skills –  

genre: letter writing 

Year 1 Writing Unit:  
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Curriculum Sequencing example Year 1:  

Within each year the Writing curriculum is split into Blocks A (Green text) and Blocks B (Orange text). In Block B units, each previously taught genre is 
revisited – this enables children to recall and embed prior learn, revisit and consolidate any less secure skills and importantly develop fluency in their writing. 
When teaching Block B units, teachers can assume a greater degree of prior knowledge. The context of the writing can be linked to the text the children are 
reading within their whole-class reading lessons, howver it does not always. Sometimes the context children are given is linked to the wider curriculum 
subjects. This provides children opportunties to revisit and use Scientific knowledge for example. The wider curriculum knowledge will have been taught 
through the key subject so the focus in English writing lessons remains on the writing skills and knowledge. ‘Flexible content blocks’ provide teachers with 
flexible time as they respond to the needs of their children throughout the unit and identify misconceptions that need addressing.   
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Example planning for a unit of writing – Year 1.  

These phases may be spread over one or more lessons as the teacher feels necessary.  
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6. Ensuring that children know more, 
remember more and can do more in English 

 
 
 

Within each lesson, children evaluate their progress against clear ‘Steps 
for Success’ which identify which key skill within the knowledge note is 
being focused on. These ensure children are clear on their learning 
priorities and their success in demonstrating these.  

Knowledge and understanding of the skills in English Writing is developed through 
use of the knowledge notes which provide children with the recipe for success.  Each 
key learning intention is broken down into palatable chunks for children to 
understand. In line with current research on learning and memory, knowledge notes 
are dual coded with simple icons. In order to support children to emulate and use 
these grammatical structures with their own writing, there is an important focus on 
clear, precise explanations and the use of examples through paired, shared and 
modelled teacher writing.    

Children refer back to the knowledge notes to scaffold and support their own 
independent writing.  

 

The components of effective lessons are incorporated into the teaching 
sequence teachers are knowledgeable about key educational research on 
learning and memory including the following: Sweller’s Cognitive load theory, 
Rosenshine’s principles of effective instruction and Ebbenhaus’ Forgetting 
curve. When planning and sequencing units of Writing, teachers ensure they 
support all children to connect new learning to prior knowledge and ensure 
children are able to make sense of new learning through carefully designed 
tasks.  
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7. Developing English speaking, reading and writing 
skills 

As our English curriculum planning follows this lesson sequencing 
model. There is an important focus on effective modelling and for 
children to rehearse both orally and in writing the grammatical 
structures and vocabulary they are learning. Model texts are read 
repeatedly by children using a variety of reading strategies to allow 
children to internalise the grammatical structures, syntax and 
vocabulary within these.  

Enabling children to become Confident Communicators and 
effective orators is a fundamental priority within the English writing 
curriculum. We understand that children need to hear ambitious 
use of language and confidently use ambitious language so that 
they can appropriately utilise this language when making choices 
within their writing.  
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To ensure equality of access and effective support for our children with SEND, teachers provide pupils with effective scaffolding in lessons. This can mean that 
tasks are broken down into smaller chunks so as not to overload the working memory for example for children with reduced processing capacity.  Pupils with 
SEND benefit from lots of worked examples and direct instruction of what is expected and how to complete the task.  For these children, rather than: ‘my 
turn, our turn, your turn’, the teaching sequence may be: my turn, my turn, my turn, our turn.  

 

In Writing, some of the methods used include but are not limited to:  

Keep the whole-class learning objective - Reduce the Steps for Success criteria  
Link the SfS to the continuum targets 
 

Effective scaffolding strategies -  

• Dual coding of key knowledge / Providing specific word banks 
• Providing sentence starters and paragraph scaffolds/Cloze procedure 
• Shared planning for writing / Allowing the children to work collaboratively  
• Use visual stimuli   
• Use a Task Board· Pre- tutor topic words/specific texts - 
• (send a copy home and ask parent to discuss the meanings of the words/text) 

 

 

 

8. Equality of access and effective support for 
children with SEND  

Effective lesson design and sequencing builds on these 
priorities identified by current educational research.  
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Assessment in English Writing is in line with the aims of our whole school assessment priorities: to be purposeful, inclusive, formative, diagnostic and helpful 
for our children so they understand what they need to do next to improve their understanding and work.  

Assessment in Writing is on-going and teaching is responsive to the needs of children. School has a structured assessment plan to ensure close monitoring of 
pupil achievement.  

Assessment of children’s achievement in writing includes: 

On-going formative teacher 
assessment through the 
teaching of lessons.  

 

Live marking and effective 
questioning enable 
immediate feedback to 
address misconceptions, 
clarify learning or provide 
further modelling.  

Effective use of Steps for 
Success – criteria to 
facilitate teacher and child 
assessment lesson by 
lesson. 

Identification of children 
requiring further 
scaffolding, modelling or 
an opportunity to 
consolidate in subsequent 
lessons or as targeted 
intervention to ‘keep up’.  

Diagnostic evaluation - 
Extended write feedback 
grids – teacher and child 
writing conference. 

 

Identification of next 
steps to support adaption 
of planning for 
subsequent units.  

Teacher Assessment 
Frameworks (TAFs) – 
assessment against year 
group targets and KPIs.  

 

Enables evaluation of 
success across a range of 
pieces. Supports creation 
of Teacher assessment 
judgements. Facilitates 
moderation and pupil 
progress conversations.  

 

Teacher Judgement 
evaluations – teachers 
assess children’s overall 
achievement against 
school descriptors. 

Identification of 
children at risk of 
falling behind with 
their year group 
expectations. 
Facilitates pupil 
progress conversations 
alongside review of 
pupil writing over time.   

Daily within lessons End of a unit Termly Termly   

*KPIs - Teachers evaluate pupil achievement in writing across a range of pieces using our personalised TAF (Teacher Assessment Framework) which contains key performance indicators 
(KPIs) that we have decided are our priority targets to focus on as a school.  These KPI targets include aspect of grammar that our children tend to have misconceptions in or require careful 
teaching and modelling of.  

8. Analysing the impact of our English 
curriculum to include assessment  
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                              Subject Leader monitoring – Pupil Book study  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Write Feedback grids 

The ‘Ingredients for success’ are progressive success 
criteria, detailing the key steps for success within each 
taught writing unit.  This document is shared with the 
children to allow them to take ownership of their learning. 
(NB - When children are completing independent pieces for 
assessment, specific examples are removed.) When 
children have completed their extended writing, they 
review their pieces against the Ingredients for Success.  
This supports children’s metacognition and as a result they 
are more aware of what to include in their writing to be 
successful.  

 

Pupil book studies are conducted within Writing in order to 
analyse the impact of our English curriculum.  This involves 
conducting a pupil voice and allowing a select group of 
children to share and celebrate their work in these subjects 
and recall key moments that they have enjoyed with 
lessons.  These studies take place with the understanding 
that it is far more beneficial to speak to the children with 
their books and to allow them to celebrate their work and 
demonstrate their knowledge of the subject rather than to 
look at the books as an isolated activity. 

 

The focus for Pupil Book Study involves these keys aspects: 

• asking the children a set of key questions linked to their prior learning in the 
subject to determine how well they have remembered what they have been 
taught and to assess which aspects of their learning they can recall 

• asking children to showcase the work that they are most proud of.  This is to 
determine which aspects of the curriculum are most effective and enjoyable 
for the children and create the most memorable moments 

• analysing what is helping and what is hindering learning and progress within 
the curriculum 

• evaluating at the teaching sequence, the tasks set and the use of positive and 
constructive feedback and how well the children understand this 
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Key priorities for this year are: 

1.1 To continue to improve the standards of pupil achievement in Writing. 

Targets IMPACT 

• Priority will be given to teacher CPD in the effective teaching of writing over the next two 
academic years to include:  
1. Effective use of Success Criteria 
2. Effective teacher modelling of writing to include purpose and audience 
4. Supporting children in effective planning for writing 
5. Supporting children to construct sentences orally and rehearse their writing  
6. Effective teaching in developing children’s skills in editing and improving their writing  
7. Effective teaching of more able writers 

• School will work to further embed and develop CUSP English writing at Lozells school. 
• School will work to develop our school assessment of English writing including how we 

involve the children in this. 
• School will introduce and effectively implement CUSP spelling in school.  
• English lead will work closely with SEND lead to ensure inclusive approaches to writing are 

developed further.  
• English lead will provide team teaching and CPD opportunities to teachers across school.  

• Higher proportions of pupils achieve age-related 
expectations in writing from internal data and end of 
key stage assessments.  

• Gaps between the achievement of groups of pupils 
including those pupils eligible for pupil premium 
funding, pupils with identified SEND, pupils with EAL, 
boys and girls reduce.  

• Higher proportions of SEND pupils make 3 bands 
progress on the continuum from internal data. 

• Consistent approach to the teaching and assessment 
of writing. 

• Teacher judgements are secure and accurate.  
• Pupils’ spelling skills improve – evidenced in spelling 

assessment data formative and summative and 
importantly through moderation of their writing.  

• Handwriting is consistently taught in school and 
handwriting is of a high standard in books 

  

9. Teacher CPD and subject development 
PRIORITIES 
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