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Our vision: 

To teach and nurture the children of our community is a privilege.  

Our families and children are ambitious for themselves and supportive of one 
another in a way that simply defines ‘community’.   

Our vision is for all our children to know that they are valued, can make a 
difference and can achieve great things through hard work and perseverance. 

Our ethos is: 

Everyone is entitled to be the best they can be.  
We will enable children to learn, challenge them to think hard and guide their 

growth as young people.  

 

They are their own future, their family’s future, our future.  

Our children have differences, character and voices and we encourage this! 
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  1. Subject vision statement 

At Lozells, we aim to provide a broad and balanced geography curriculum, ensuring the progressive development of 
geographical concepts, knowledge and skills throughout the school. We aim to develop the interest and 
understanding of diverse places, people and resources, together with a deep understanding of physical and human 
processes. Opportunities exist for children to experience learning beyond the classroom, where knowledge is 
enriched by conducting geographical surveys and fieldwork in the local area. They also develop a greater 
understanding of how locations, as well as people who live in them, differ around the world. Children learn how 
geography applies to everyday life and encourages them to ask questions; we encourage them to be curious and to 
develop a sense of wonder and love of the world they live in. 
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3. meeting the Aims of the national curriculum 

Purpose of Study: 

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of 

their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their 

understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, 

understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change 

over time. 
 

National Curriculum Aims: 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human 

characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring 

about spatial variation and change over time 

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical 

processes 

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 

Attainment targets:  

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
Schools are not required by law to teach the example content in [square brackets]. 
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4. intended progression THROUGH THE CURRICULUM 

KS1 NC subject content: 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to 

human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. Pupils should be 

taught to:  

Locational knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-European country Human and physical geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage 

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe 

the location of features and routes on a map Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment. 
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KEY STAGE 1 

 

KS2 NC subject content: 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will 

include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical 

knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. Pupils should be taught to:  

Locational knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over 

time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a region within North or South America  

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of:  

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and water Geography – key stages 1 and 2 4  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
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   4. intended progression THROUGH THE CURRICULUM 

           EYFS – geography related Early Learning Goals 
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ELG People, Culture and Communities Key Vocabulary  Nursery Examples  Examples of how this is achieved in EYFS 

• Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observations, discussions, 
stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps.  

• Explain some similarities, 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts 
and (when appropriate) maps.  

• Geographer  

• World 

• Ocean 

• Country 

• City 

• Town 

• Village 

• Place 

• Map 

• Season 

• Weather 

• Forest 

• Beach 

• Mountain 

• Planet 

• Space 

• Earth 
 

• Become familiar 
with the local 
environment 

• Explore school 
grounds – wildlife 
and spinney 

• Know about 
extended family 

• EAL – knowing 
about family 
members in other 
places 

• Explore traditions 
and Christmas 

• Know about farms 
and animals 

• Exploring world 
through texts 
such ‘We’re going 
on a bear hunt’ 

 
 

• Looking at where we live and talking about features we 
see on the way to school, (Shops, roads, parks, etc…) 

• Exploring the school grounds to look at features of the 
environment. 

• Discussing where extended family members live on a 
map, including our EAL families place of birth. 

• Exploring Christmas traditions from around the world. 

• Features of cities, man-made vs natural (Naughty Bus 
link) 

• Learning London is the capital city 

• Learning about Amelia Earhart – Oceans she flew across. 
Locating land and sea on maps, 

• Black History  

• Naming features of the world around us (farms, beach, 
woodland etc)  

 
 

ELG The Natural World 

• Exploring the Natural World 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants. 

• Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them, 
and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read to 
them in class. 
 

 

EYFS KEY STAGE 1 KEY STAGE 2 
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            Key stage 1 and 2 progression and coverage in geography 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Continents 

Oceans 

Human and physical 

features 

Fieldwork – human 

and physical features 
Rivers 

World countries and 

biomes 

Comparison study 

UK, Europe and North 

America 

Countries of UK 

Capital cities of UK 

Seas of the UK 

Compare a small part 

of the UK with a non-

European location 

(London and Nairobi) 

UK study – name and 

locate regions, 

counties, 

geographical regions, 

topographical 

features 

Latitude and 

longitude 

4 and 6 figure grid 

references 

Physical processes: 

Earthquakes, 

mountains and 

volcanoes 

Revisit  

Continents, Oceans 

Countries of UK 

Capital cities of UK 

Seas of the UK 

Compare a small part 

of the UK with a non-

European location 

(Local area and 

Yanomami tribe) 

Revisit human and 

physical features 
Water cycle 

Revisit biomes and 

environmental 

regions 

Settlements 

Hot and cold places   Revisit rivers   

Mapping and 

fieldwork 

Fieldwork and map 

skills 

OS maps and scale Fieldwork and 

mapping – 

environmental 

regions 

OS Map and 

fieldwork 

OS Maps and 

fieldwork 

 

  

 

EYFS KEY STAGE 1 KEY STAGE 2 
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5. IMPLEMENTATION THROUGH CUSP – evidence-based 

practice 

Knowledge organisers are shared at the beginning of each unit of work. They contain key information which can be referred to during any of the lessons. Each lesson 

builds upon previous learning and children have the opportunity to read through what they have previously learnt before completing simple quizzes. Pupils are given 

the chance to show what they have learnt and can use their knowledge to be challenged further.   
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An example of how a lesson can be broken down. It includes previous learning, key ideas and tier 2 and 3 vocabulary.   
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6. Developing English speaking, reading and writing 

skills through geography 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key words, including tier 2 and 3 vocabulary, are introduced in each topic and are used throughout.  Every unit of CUSP geography comes with vocabulary tasks, as 

well as additional vocabulary activities for the children to complete alongside their work. Children are encouraged to use the new learnt technical vocabulary and in 

their oral and written work. 
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      Knowledge notes can be edited and adjusted for pupils with SEND. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Equality of access and effective support for 

children with SEND  

              Differentiation can include:  

• Identifying alternative ways of recording  

• Adapting to meet learners’ needs  

• Targeting additional input to lower attaining pupils and those with SEND 

• Differentiating questions  

• Setting clear objectives so that each child can understand them 

• Make sure work is presented in small, achievable steps  

• Chunk Knowledge Notes into manageable sections •  

• Highlight key vocabulary  

• Annotation 

• Verbally share knowledge and understanding 

• Rehearse orally allowing pupils to formulate and practice responses before 

recording them 
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Pupil book studies are carried out once every term. These are evidence-led evaluation of long-term learning through precise and structured conversations with children. 

Pupil Book Study aims to help subject leaders and school leaders answer these three questions:  

1. What impact is your CURRICULUM having? What effect is the curriculum architecture having?  

2. Does teaching support LONG-TERM LEARNING? Is the evidence-led practice really being deployed at a classroom level, or is it superficial?  

3. Do tasks enable pupils to THINK HARD and CREATE LONG-TERM MEMORY? How impactful are tasks, and do they help pupils to think hard and generate learning? 

Pupil book studies enable children to demonstrate what they have learnt and use new vocabulary associated with the topic being studied.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Analysing the impact of our geography 

curriculum to include assessment  



18 
 

 

 

• Staff complete a self-audit of how confident they were in teaching CUSP geography and training requirements that they needed to be more effective. 

• Geography books monitored each term to ensure there is consistency across year groups 

• Lesson observations 

• Teacher voice and discussions to highlight areas in need of further support 

• Work alongside other subject leaders to ensure consistency across subjects and to share similar problems and solutions 

• BEP peer review to be completed highlighting what is working well at Lozells and areas for improvement  

 

 

9. Teacher CPD and subject development PRIORITIES 


